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FRIENDS OF CAMBRIDGE RINDGE AND LATIN SCHOOL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS for FACULTY INNOVATION GRANTS
SPRING 2012
Friends of Cambridge Rindge and Latin School (FOCRLS) is pleased to announce its 8th cycle of FOCRLS Faculty Innovation Grants You may apply for a grant of up to $1000.  We hope you’ll take this opportunity to propose that “something extra” to energize your students and your instruction. Proposals may be written by one faculty member or several working in collaboration. Interdisciplinary proposals are welcome.  Please read the following information and guidelines carefully. 
Proposal Deadline:  Friday, March 2, 2012
                                              First-time applicants:  We want to hear from you!

FOCRLS welcomes proposals from faculty, guidance counselors, social workers, librarians, deans, and faculty advisors for CRLS classes, programs, and clubs with an academic or personal development focus. We are interested in supporting opportunities and innovations that generally are not fundable through CRLS/CPS budgets. To see the range of projects that have been funded, please consult the “Faculty Grants awarded 2007-2011” attachment. 
Your proposal must meet the criteria below. Proposal Forms are attached separately.
1. Your proposal must seek to enrich and energize the CRLS academic or social development goals of your class/club, and directly benefit your students. Expected benefits and outcomes must be made clear in your proposal. The CRLS motto “Opportunity, Diversity, Respect” must be reflected in your proposal and its goals. Your proposal must address the diversities and varied capacities (e.g. cultural, linguistic, economic, social or academic, among others) of the CRLS students with whom you work.  
2.  Your proposal should seek funding that is not available through the budget for CRLS, your classroom, department, learning community, the CPS district, or through other school-based funds. You must personally research these possibilities before applying for a FOCRLS Faculty Innovation Grant.  Even if you have previously heard that funds are not available, you must be able to document that you confirmed availability of funds for this particular proposal.  Department coordinators, LC Deans, and the school’s Financial Administrator are among those with whom you could check. 
3.   You must be able to complete your project by the end of the Spring 2013 semester and submit evaluation materials at that time.  Please be thorough in discussing your evaluation criteria.
4.  Your proposal must respond to all application questions thoughtfully, thoroughly, and clearly, so that of the review committee will have the necessary information to make an informed decision, based solely on your proposal document. Please do not refer your readers to websites in order to explain your proposal and/or requested materials. 
5.  Your funding request may not exceed $1,000 in order to be considered. 
6.  If you have been a previous FOCRLS Faculty Grant recipient (Spring 2011 or earlier) we will consider your current proposal only if you have submitted evaluation and financial reporting materials for your grant(s). Fall ’11 grantees wishing to submit a new proposal must submit a mid-term evaluation before March 2.  Please contact focrls@gmail.com for further details).   
7.  Individuals may not submit more than one proposal, but may be included on additional collaborative proposal(s).  
8.  On-site assistance in formulating your proposal is available through Joan Soble, CRLS Professional Development Teacher/Coach (jsoble@cpsd.us). We urge you to work with her. She is located in the TRC. You may also contact focrls@gmail.com for assistance at any time.  
The mission of Friends of CRLS is “to raise private funds from within the Cambridge community to support and enrich the academic and social development programs at CRLS, and in so doing, promote achievement for all students and a greater community investment in the future of  Cambridge youth.” We are a 501c3 non-profit organization founded in 2007. 
Our major funding strands are: FOCRLS Faculty Grants, The Unsung Heroes Program, Student Travel Fellowships, Faculty Distinction Awards, First Scholars Awards, (new this year!) The Dr. Christopher Saheed Future Educators Scholarship,  and Fiscal Sponsorships making tax-deductible fundraising possible for CRLS entities, including faculty-sponsored trips, alumni scholarships, and the CRLS parent-run Arts Committee. Donations to FOCRLS come from Cambridge families and friends, alumni, and the business and corporate community. Visit FOCRLS at www.FOCRLS.org.  
We look forward to your proposal on or before Friday, March 2nd! 

